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JAMES HARRINGTON (1611-77)

Harrington, the famous republican thinker wrote his political
romance The Commonwealth of Oceana (1656) as a constructive
criticism of Hobbes's political theory. Although it has little literary
distinction Oceana has an important place in the development of
political thought, particularly with regard to the conception of a
"free" state. There are modern edd. by H. Morley in Morlefs
Universal Library (1887) and by S. B. Liljegren (Lund, 1924).
Harrington's other chief works were his Aphorisms political. ..
(1659) and Political Discourses tending to the introduction of a free . ..
commonwealth in England (1660). Harrington's Works were collected
and pub. John Toland in 1700. A study of Oceana and its in-
fluence in America is to be found in Harrington and his Oceana by
H. F. R. Smith (Cambridge, 1914). There is a life in the D.N.B. by
Sir L. Stephen.

THOMAS STANLEY (1625-78)

Thomas Stanley, scholar and poet, pub. the first History of
Philosophy in English in 1655-62. Later edd. appeared in 1687,
1701 and 1743. Although a compilation, mainly from Diogenes
Laertius, the book is important because it helped to disseminate
interest in the old atomism of Democritus and Epicurus.
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